
Argentina’s popular revolt 



The people delegitimise 
those in power as the 
state collapses 

On the evening of December 21 
2001, after more than two days of 
rioting, a declaration of "state of 
siege", and several weeks of 1,000 
peso a month restrictions on a 
cash starved population, the 
Argentinean president Fernando 
de la Rua resigned in disgrace. 
Outside on the streets of Buenos 
Aires, thousands of angry and 
impoverished protesters were 
revolting against the government's 
handling of a devastating 
economic crisis - a US$155 billion 
debt, and soaring unemployment 
levels. By that evening, clashes had 
left more that 25 people dead. With 
the latest setback, in the 
International Monetary Fund’s 
(IMF) refusal to disburse $i.3bn 
emergency aid, Argentina is in 
serious economic decline. For 
more than four years this decline 
has led to over 2,000 people a day 


dropping below the poverty line 
and a third of the country's 37m 
people unable to afford basic 
nutritional requirements. This 


spiralling recession emerged 
ironically from a rescue package 
devised in the early 1990s by the 
economy minister, Domingo 
Cavallo, which pegged Argentina's 
peso to the dollar. The rise of the 
dollar made exports within the 
free market programme 
uncompetitive, Cavallo’s 
incompetent management of the 
budget, high-level corruption and 
a bloated public sector, ensured 
that the country's debt ballooned. 
Outside Cavallo’s home hundreds 
demanded his resignation using 
the "Cacerolazo" (mass protest 
with banging of pots and pans). 
Invented by women, it has 
become the strongest protest 
symbol of the people in Argentina 
in the face of economic conditions 
imposed by the IMF and the 
World Bank, and the corruption of 
the ruling parties. With a 
rejection, on the 28th Dec. of an 
appeal to end the cash restrictions 
on salaries and savings the crisis 


had grown to such that by 30th 
Dec. police were blasting many 
middle-class, peaceful protesters 
with tear gas and youths had 
looted and set fire to Pink House, 
the seat of the President in 
Buenos Aires. 

On the 5th Jan 02, Eduardo 
Duhalde - Argentina's new 
President and fifth leader in two 
weeks - was formally sworn in. He 
shortly announced the first 
policies for dealing with the 
Argentinean economic crisis, 
which include a huge gamble by 
ending a decade old link to the 
dollar, and devaluing the peso. 
Devaluation will cut the wages 
and savings of millions of people, 
bankrupt companies and raise the 
prices of most basic goods from 
flour to petrol. Argentina is also 
set to suspend its $i32bn foreign 
debt interest payments and use 
the money to pay salaries instead. 
The rising debt and 
unemployment is also partly due 
to the implementation of 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) policies, which urged the 
Argentinean government to 
borrow huge hums and to 
privatise all utilities. Although 
IMF programs can provide large 
influxes of foreign loans and 
provide approval for support from 
the World Bank, governments of 
high-income countries and 
international banks. Yet IMF 
policy packages have only 
produced inequality and poverty 
and not the stable, sustained 
economic expansion that were 
promised. The people of 
Argentina are furious with the 
inhuman economic conditions 
imposed by politicians pressured 
by the IMF and World Bank, in 
order to pay back loans from 
which most people never even 
benefited. 

[More info: www.argentina.indymedia.org] 


Those pesky kids occupy Embassy 

Back in London, on the 10th January, eight members of group "Those Pesky Kids" (TPK), 
occupied the Argentine embassy as a solidarity action to highlight the insurrectionary events 
instigated by the majority of the Argentinean people. The group scaled the embassy walls and 
flew a red and black Anarchist flag as a bold gesture of support and defiance. 

The group managed to occupy the balcony for over 
an hour before being arrested. They were charged 
with Criminal Trespass and taken to West-end 
Central police station. TPK declared "we 
wholeheartedly support the dreams and desires of 
the people as they reject the right of governments 
and corporations to rule them." 

Security guards are accused of beating a protester 
who emerged with 'his face swollen and bruised'. 

The group have been bailed to appear at Bow 
Street magistrates court on February but not 
allowed within 200m of diplomatic property. 

[Email them at tpktpk@hotmail.com 
Check out the feature on imc uk middle column for 
more info.] 
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Eight things 
about women 
and war 


1 Today about 1 in every 150 people 
on earth - a total of 40 million - are 
displaced by conflict or human rights 
violations. 

Protection for War-Affected Children, Sept. 17, 2000 

2 Over 75 per cent of displaced 
people are women and their 
dependant children. 

UN High Commission on Refugees 

3 Refugee and internally displaced 
women worldwide have recounted 
harrowing stories of abuse and 
suffering, including rape and other sexual 
assaults. In a particularly serious incident 
in May 1999, some fifty or more refugee 
women were raped by over 100 
Tanzanian men in Kasulu district, but only 
eleven men had been arrested by 
November 1999....AII eleven defendants 
were brought to trial before the court in 
Kasulu town on December 15,1999. 
However the judge dismissed the case 
because the prosecutor was late to 
appear in court, and all the defendants 
were released. 

Human Rights Watch 

4 During the conflict in former 

Yugoslavia there were an estimated 
20,000 victims of sexual assault. 

Graca Machel, The Impact of Armed Conflict on 
Children: Sept. 17, 2000 


5 A report concluded that practically 
every female over the age of 12 
who survived the genocide in 
Rwanda after testimonies from survivors 
was taken by an International Panel of 
Eminent Personalities to Investigate the 
1994 Genocide in Rwanda and 
Surrounding Events. 

OAU Report, May 2000 (p. 159) 


6 No women were represented or 
present at the Dayton Peace 
negotiations of 1995. 

Women at the Peace Table: Making a Difference, 


UNIFEM 2000 (p.28) 


7 The arrival of peacekeeping troops 
has led to a rapid rise in child 
prostitution in six out of 12 
countries according to a study prepared 
for the 1996 Machel Report 

Graca Machel - Impact of Armed Conflict on Children, 
A/51/306 (p.31) 


8 In Tajikistan, there is only one 
woman in the 26-person National 
Reconciliation Commission, though 
the war has left 25,000 widows to cope 
with the upbringing of their families and 
the reconstruction of their communities. 


Women at the Peace Table: Making a Difference, 
UNIFEM 2000 (p.28) 
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Newswire International 


New resistance against dams in India 

Thousands of people of the Tehri Garwal province of India are 
forced to fight an everyday battle for the right to life and livelyhood, 
against forcible submergence and eviction due to the closing of the 
Tehri High Dam. After years of investigation by various committees 
the dam was exposed as a destructive, seismically risky and 
socially and environmentally harmful project. However in spite of 
the risks the corrupt Tehri Hydro Development Corporation (THDC) 
and other political and economic vested interests pushed the dam 
ahead with equally questionable foreign investment. Now they need 
to submerge parts of the outlaying grounds and resettle thousands 
in the way. The refusal by thousands of Tehri town-dwellers to 
move out of their houses and hamlets and to demonstrate non- 
violently, was thwarted when, on 6th January 02, more than 300 
policemen arrives at Sirai village in the Bhagirathi valley and 
started beating men and women. They were ousters of the Tehri 
Dam, used to intimidate the villagers in Phase-1 of the project. 
Although intimidated and beaten the villagers still demanded their 
land rights and sat in the road in protest. Nearly 50 people were 
injured, 26 are in New Tehri Town jail. Police especially targeted 
youths and women because they were in the forefront. 

[Reports: http://www.rhoenline.de/jerome/story_valley.html 
www.narmada.org/related.issues/tehri/sandrp.pr.nov.23.2001.html 
The friends of River Namarda: www.namarda.org 

Irish peace protesters in runway invasion 

Two people were arrested at Shannon airport when the irish anti war 
movement took part in demonstrations against American War planes 
bombing Afghanistan being allowed to use Shannon Airport to refuel 
The peace protesters made a further call for Shannon to be maintained 
as a civilian airport and an end to military flights. 

Police use violence at candlelight vigil 

A candlelight vigil was prevented after protesters were brtualised by the 
Karachi Police force in Hasan Square, Karachi in Pakistan on 7th Jan. 

The demonstrators were urging restraint between India and Pakistan but 
was forcibly dispersed by police. Police officers carrying rifles 
manhandled women and children, snatched banners and tore up peace 
placards from the hundred protesters present at the start of the vigil. 

Two demonstrators, Aslam Martin and Javed Iqbal Burki, were 
arrested. Umbrella organisation, the Joint Action Committee for Peace, 
which includes about 30 non-government organisations and a large 
number of unaffiliated concerned citizens, organised the vigil. Permission 
for the rally had been given by the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan 
on the proviso that there would be no march. 
[http://uk.indymedia.org/front.php3?article_id=19839 
From Media Workers Against War: www.mwaw.org/ 
article.php?sid=678&mode=thread&order=0 packistanis4peace.org] 


Berlin students strike against GATS 

Thousands of demonstrators including students, school pupils and 
education workers demonstrated against GATS and the city's severely 
underfunded and run-down education system outside Berlin City Hall in 
an action coinciding with the EU summit in Brussels (13-15th December). 
Students at the Free University and the Humboldt University in Berlin 
went on strike for two days as part of a Europe-wide week of actions 
against privatising education, which is being encouraged by the General 
Agreement on Trade and Services (GATS). 

Deputy chair of the education trade union GEW (Berlin), Dieter Haase 
said, "We demand further, that the universities and their medical schools 
stay in public hands. End the desire to privatise them! Privatisation isn't a 
way out, but a step in the wrong direction. And we won't get involved." 
[Full report: http://www.uk.indymedia.org/front.php3?article_id=18389 
http ://www. a cti o nf o rs o I i d a ri ty. o rg. u k 
Campaign for Free Education (UK): Email cfe@gn.apc.org ] 

EU definition of “terrorism” includes protest 

A Statewatch report revealed that EU Justice and Home Affairs Council 
meeting in Brussels reached a "political" agreement that widens the 
definition of terrorism to include protesters at a Framework Decision on 
combating terrorism, due to be formally adopted at a later Council. 

Civil society groups including Amnesty had criticised the original 
proposal from the European Commission because the definition was so 
wide it embraced trade unions and protests. It was hoped that the final 
text would not seek to align democratic activity with terrorism. 

But the final press release made it clear that a "balance" between the 
needs to combat terrorism and legitimate activities like anti-globalisation 
protests, would mean the former will always triumph over the latter. 

The final text, a "Declaration" which is not binding and has no legal force 
claims that protests and other political activities would not be covered by 
the EU's definition of terrorism. 

[For a formal/in-depth reading of the text see: 
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2001 /dec/07terrdef.htm 
On the proposal to create an EU-wide database on (SIS) on protesters 
see: http://www.statewatch.Org/news/2001/nov/19sis.htm] 

Cloudforest reserve, Ecuador 

Protesters in Ecuador are defending the Mindo cloudforest and the 
communities from the plans to construct a 300m pipeline, new OCP 
(Oleoducto de Crudos Pesados) pipeline. The German Bank and Federal 
Government of the NRW Province are holding a hearing Monday, Jan 
14th to debate the $900 million dollar loan to finance the project. 
Activists have climbed trees, built platforms, chained themselves to tree 
trunks to stop construction crews from entering the protected area. 
Tree-sitters have enclosed the area as road building crews arrive at the 
edge of the threatened eco-site. Reports suggest police may forcibly evict 
demonstrators over the next few days. 


YOUR LOCAL VOICE 


offline 

THE INDYMEDIA NEWS SHEET 


Offline is a monthly publication bringing 
the highlights of the IndyMedia website 
news back onto the streets. IndyMedia is 
a global network of news websites that 
encourage the public to report their own 
stories to the world uncensored. It aims 
to provide background stories the 
corporate media continuously ignores. 
Please photocopy this publication and 
spread it far and wide.For more info and 
latest copies download a PDF from the 
site or send an SAE to: 

PO Box 587, London, SW2 4HA, UK 


How to publish your own reports on the Indymedia UK Website: 


Step One: All you need do to 
start is hit the 'PUBLISH 1 link on 
the front of the site 
(www.indymedia.org.uk). 

Step Two: Follow the instructions 
on the Publish page (they're easy 
to follow) - you have to enter 
some information about the 
report you are uploading - a Title 
for your report and your name, 
which can be anything you like. 
There are also other spaces on 
the form for your email and 
telephone number etc, but you 
don't have to fill them in. 

Step Three: You then just need to 
select what it is you want to 
publish on the site. 

Text: If you are submitting a text 
report then simply type straight 


into the part of the form called 
'Text Stories - the article', and then 
hit the 'Publish' button at the 
bottom of the form - That's it! Your 
report will now be added to the 
website. 

Photographs: If you are 
submitting a photograph you 
need to select the picture from 
your hard drive using the 
'Browse' button in the 
'Multimedia Stories' box, then 
select from the drop down menu 
what type of picture it is (either 
jpeg/jpg image or gif), and then 
hit the 'Publish' button at the 
bottom of the form - 
That's it! Your picture will now be 
added to the website. 

Audio / Video: If you are 


submitting either an audio or 
video file select it from your hard 
drive using the 'Browse' button in 
the 'Multimedia Stories' box, then 
select from the drop down menu 
what type of file it is (either mp3 
or realaudio for audio files, or 
realvideo for video), hit the 
'Publish' button at the bottom of 
the form - That's it! your sound or 
video clip will now be added to 
the website. 

It really is that easy! 

There are some guidelines 
covering what type of reports 
should be uploaded on the publish 
column, where to post 
announcements, current debates 
and a mission statement in the 
making. 
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Newswire Local 


New imc-uk radio is a netwave Hit 

Imc-uk members recently formed a radio group to produce a 50 min 
programme for the Brussels protests during the EU summit. Radio 
Bruxxels was broadcast on the web but is now being rebroadcast 
by Lavalamp Radio in Japan - because it was so good! 

The group are now hoping to make regular recordings, beginning 
with coverage of the World Economic Forum protests in New York 
and the World Social Forum in Brazil, both of which are on the 31st 
Jan - 4th Feb. The radio group intend to produce programmes in 
mp3 form (currently not having the capability to stream but 
hopefully this will change in the future) and have set up a mailing 
list with the aim of bringing more people interested in audio to 
share ideas (making and facilitating), info and tech abilities. The list 
can be found at http://lists.indymedia.org/mailman/listinfo/imc- 
uk-radio. Those interested in contributing should subscribe to the 
list. The project has generated much excitement and created links 
all over the globe with web broadcasters and FM stations to give 
people a voice. 

[Listen to the reports recorded for Brussels: 
http://uk.indymedia.org:8081/index.php3?resist=summer] 


UK Detention Centres Silence Victims 

On friday 28th Dec, human rights activist Gabriel Nkwelle, who is 
fighting for asylum from the tortuous regime in Camaroon at Tinsley 
Hse detention centre was denied access to pre-arranged media 
interviews for BBC Five Live, BBC Wales and BBC London. 
Immigration Service officer denied access to Nkwelle, who was told 
to be careful because "this is not your country". 

This was in direct contravention of the Detention Centre Rules 2001 
which seeks to protect "the right to individual expression", and a 
detained person's right "to establish and maintain, as far as are 
possible, such relations with persons and agencies outside the 
detention centre as he may wish, save to the extent that such 
relations prejudice interests of security or safety". In addition. 

Article 10 of the European Convention on Human Rights protects the 
"right to freedom of expression...without interference from public 
authority" Nwkelle's case will be subject to a judicial review in the 
next two weeks. 

[ Full report and background on Gabriel: 
http://uk.indymedia.org/front.php37article_idH9798 
Email: bailforimmigrationdetainees@yahoo.co.uk 
Media enquiries: 07833 625 033 at anytime Links/ 

Contacts for asylum/detention issuses 
http://www.srcf.ucam.org/card/links/contacts.html ] 

Community not Disunity 

A group of homeless people successfully resisted an attempted 
eviction by property developers seeking to demolish a public 
community space located at 30 Clapton Square, Hackney, London 
E.5. on December 14. 

Corporate developers, Furlongs, planned to demolish the 
community and art space and destroy some mature trees in the 
process. The protesters defended the building and trees with a tree 
house and barricades, have managed to save the space for now. 
[See: www.uk.indymedia.org/front.php37article_idH 8460] 

Free spaces like these are hard to find in Hackney, especially 
given the recent cutbacks and closures of community services, and 
the sell-offs of public land to private firms, intent on redeveloping 
sites producing unaffordable properties. Resist over-pricing and 
under-funded resources the future in Hackney. 

[See the Hackney page - on Indymedia UK - for more info.] 

London Action Resource Centre (LARC) 

The London Action Resource Centre is opening mid January - a 
space for meetings, events, social and political inter(Action) and 
general merriment. Pop in for a chat if you are interested in using 
this space. 

[To get there: corner of Fieldgate St and Parfett St, Whitechapel, 
London El. For newspapers, posters or more info on any of these 
actions/events call 0207 281 4621] 


Aggressive police at ‘Movement for Justice’ march 


On the evening of December 21 2001, over 
100 people gathered outside Brixton Town 
Hall for a 'Movement for Justice' march in 
protest at the murders of four people held in 
police custody. These have included Derek 
Bennett, Ricky Bishop and Joseph Crentsil. 

The marchers also demonstrated against the 
politically motivated sacking of Lambeth 
Council worker Alex Owolade, Chairman of 
'Movement for Justice' and campaigner in the 
fight against racism and police brutality. 

The march moved off peacefully and 
proceeded past the scenes of the four killings 
before hearing speeches from the families of 
the murder victims. A decision was then taken 
by the crowd to end the march at Brixton 
police station to symbolise the demonstration 
against police racism and brutality. 

However about a mile away from the police 
station, the peaceful crowd were confronted in 
a side street by four police riot vans. The 
police tooled up in full riot gear, with batons 
drawn, jumped out and formed a line in front 
of the march. Police then charged the crowd, 


which included children and relatives of the 
murder victims; who were forced to run in the 
opposite direction only to be pushed back by 
another line of police from the other side. 
Some initially managed to escape the second 
line of police and run down more side-streets. 
But only to find themselves continually 
charged at by more riot police who forced 
them to run into estates. 

A small number managed to escape onto 
the High Street, where some were arrested 
and others were held in a large cordon, for 
several hours arbitrarily using under Section 
60 of the Public Order Act. 

In frustration and anger at the polices' 
violent and heavy-handed disruption of a legal 
march to protest at police brutality and 
murder, groups of teenagers smashed shop 
fronts on the High Street. 

[Full report: 

http://uk.indymedia.org/front.php37article_idH9178 
Movement for justice: 

http://www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~justice/home.htm ] 


World and Middle East unites for March of Mourning 


Dec 28 2001. A long procession of protesters 
dressed in black, took part in the March of 
Mourning to a vigil plaza in Israel to 
remember the victims in the Palestinian and 
Israeli conflict. 

Only a handful of radio stations covered the 
demonstration that a bias Israeli TV ignored. 
People from all over the world including 
Israel, Palestine, Europe and America 
responded to the call of the Coalition of 
Women for a Just Peace by participating in a 
slow, solemn silent walk, with a funereal 
cadence. 

The peace protestors easily overshadowed an 
extreme right wing counter-demonstration 
consisting of around 30 or so people who 
followed the beginning of the march. The 
aggressive nature of the right wing protest was 
met with a dignified peace march. 

A huge banner, "The Occupation is Killing 
Us All", headed the march as well as 
hundreds of black hands with white lettering 
"Stop the Occupation", and scores of signs 
called for peace and the formation of the state 
of Palestine beside the state of Israel. 

Police tried to keep the participants walking 
on the pavement but the march spread out 
into the road, blocking traffic along the route. 

The march came to a stop at a plaza of Jaffa 
Gate, one of the main entrances to the Old 
City of Jerusalem where Israeli and Palestinian 
speakers. Delegates from Belgium, Canada, 
England, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain, read a 
list of 118 locations where solidarity actions 
were planned to coincide with the event. 

A "peace happening" concert included 
Palestinian and Israeli performers, singing 
peace songs, poetry readings, plays and young 
Palestinian singers rapping using Arabic and 
Hebrew political lyrics. 

Shulamit Aloni: "Even though Israel’s 
'patriotic' media seek to ignore you, there is no 
doubt that your voice will be heard and that a 
great many others will join your cause. You 


will break through the silence because yours is 
a vision of freedom, justice, and peace." 

[Web site of the Coalition of Women for a Just Peace: 

http://www.coalitionofwomen4peace.org 

www.israel.indymedia.org] 



Human rights activists remove 
two roadblocks in Palestine 

On December 18th, about sixty people from the UK and 
USA, part of the International Solidarity Movement, 
dismantled two roadblocks near the West Bank city of 
Nablus to protest against Israeli oppression. Shots were 
fired, according to Chris Dunham, a UK national, who 
described the confrontation where protesters sat between 
Israeli tanks and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat's 
compound at Ramallah, calling for an end to Israeli 
violence towards Palestinians in the occupied territories. 

Israeli settlers attacked two UK nationals as the 
roadblocks were removed and one protester was forcefully 
arrested during the protests. 

[Full report: ID 19082 

Palestine Solidarity Campaign: 

http://www.palestinecampaign.org/ 
















Another Europe is possible Brussels report: 


Belgium, which was coming to the end of its 
six-month EU presidency, hosted a crucial inter¬ 
governmental conference in Laeken, Brussels 
between 13-15 December 2001. EU leaders met 
to discuss a draft of a European constitution, 
enlargements of the Union to the East and 
common policies on privatisation, asylum, 
unemployment, security, surveillance and 
definitions of 'terrorism'. You may have missed 
hearing about the demonstrations that 
accompanied the summit since there was 
almost no mention at all in the UK media (no 
doubt because there was not a riot and this time 
no one was shot by police). 

In the build up to the 
conference, border controls 
were tightened, vehicles 
searched, people denied entry 
to Brussels, some are arrested, 
photographed and had their 
passport details recorded (they 
no doubt are now on the 
Schengen database). Some 
German protesters who were 
arrested (but like all of the 
others not charged) at the 
bloody and brutal raid on the 
Diaz School in Genoa were 
visited by police who 
confiscated their passports to 
prevent them from travelling to 
Brussels. At the EU Parliament 
in Strasbourg, victims of the 
Diaz raid and people from the 
Austrian Publix Theatre 
Caravan (who were tortured in 
Genoa) attended a hearing. Part 
of an official process was set in 
motion to get the parliament to 
consider if sanctions can be 
imposed on Italy for its violations of human 
rights in Genoa. 

Meanwhile an old train station building 
directly opposite the Brussels Parliament 
building was squatted and turned into an 
information centre and community cafe. 
Throughout the week political and cultural 
meetings, exhibitions and conferences were 
held and Radio Bruxxels (a collaboration 
between Indymedia and other radio groups) 
started broadcasting over the Internet and on 
several FM stations) interviews from the UK 
with Statewatch, Amnesty and others on the 
new EU wide (and UK) anti-’terrorism’ 
legislation that directly targets anti-globalisation 
protests were broadcast. 

On the 12th, the day before the conference 
began over 100 activists non-violently occupied 
the Brussels headquarters of CEFIC, the 
European lobby group of the chemical industry. 
Most were arrested and the majority deported 
within 24hrs. A solidarity demonstration for 
those arrested took place but over 100 are 
arrested including legal teams, although they 
were later released. As temperatures dropped to 
freezing, razor wire barricades were erected 
throughout the city and people faced with the 
severe lack of accommodation made a plea for 


help. Some locals responded to pleas and took 
protesters into their own homes. 

The morning of the 13th saw the police raid a 
new squat that had been set up for 
accommodation, around 30 people were 
arrested and deported during a raid but 20 
escaped. A large security checkpoint operated 
with around 3,000 police at the Belgium- 
German border (Aachen). The following day 
protesters manage to outwit the police and 
make a mass border crossing. 

The first of three days of protests began with 
a massive Trade Union march of over 100,000 
with unions from all over Europe, led by 


workers from Sabena, the recently collapsed 
Belgium airline. There was a strong anti-war 
stance. The march was colourful, regimented 
and loud with huge banners, bands and 
balloons, there were no clashes with police and 
no arrests. 

On the 14th the D14 coalition demonstration 
began with around 25,000 from NGO’s, 
anarchists, socialist groups, students and others. 
The protest was hugely creative with 
soundsytems (including an Indymedia truck), 
home made banners, bands and a more militant 
feel. The police kept a low (almost non-existent) 
profile but deployed undercover policing. The 
march didn't deviate from the negotiated route 
and turned off from the road leading to the 
summit. However, a police station, police garage 
and several banks got their windows smashed 
along the route. 

At the convergence centre where the march 
finished huge numbers of riot police 
surrounded the crowd in the streets before 
pushing everyone inside the convergence centre 
and water cannoned those in the courtyard (in 
sub zero temperatures). At one point the 
situation looked very dangerous. Thousands of 
people were held inside and only allowed to 
leave one by one after being searched and 


photographed. Police made around 20 arrests. 

Saturday the 15th saw a peace (anti-war) 
march of thousands of people snaking its way 
through south Brussels, the march was 
supposed to be 'illegal’ becausethe organisers 
had not sought permission but the authorities 
condoned it. 

At the same time another anarchist 'illegal’ 
protest of around 2000 followed its own route 
to the north of Brussels, where property was 
damaged, clashes with police occurred along 
with violent arrests by undercover police. 

Both marches converged on the meeting 
place for a late afternoon/evening Reclaim the 
Streets party. Around 5000 
people met with three sound 
system trucks, a samba 
band in high spirits. The 
little police presence still led 
to several unprovoked 
violent arrests by 
undercover police in the 
surrounding area (the 
people were put under 
'administrative arrest’ for 12 
hours and had passport 
details taken). 

The party wove its way 
through backstreets having 
to play 'cat and mouse’ with 
riot police. As the sun set, 
the police finally blocked the 
whole crowd in at an 
intersection with water 
cannons and dogs; attempts 
at negotiation were made. 
After some tense moments, 
the party was allowed to 
continue its way and the 
majority of the police 
withdrew. Later that night, a huge party was 
held indoors in one of the art spaces where 
spoof band “New Kids On The Black Block” 
raised the irony stakes and went down a treat. 

After The Protests: The following day 
Brussels returned to normality while legal teams 
busily continued their hard work despite 
obstruction from the authorities but the medical 
teams could now relax. 

Discussion about the events and tactics was 
divided. Some saw Brussels as a success after 
the bloodbath of Genoa and the fear and 
repression following the 911 attacks in the US; 
proving that the anti-capitalist/anti-globalisation 
'movement’ is more alive than dead - 

Others viewed it as a success for the 
authorities especially as there was little media 
coverage outside of Belgium. There was also 
concern about trends of groups splitting into 
their own demonstrations on different days and 
the alarming increase of undercover police 
especially as this has led to more protesters 
being arrested, deported, databased, detained 
and preventing from attending protests. 

[For more information on the Brussels protests and background 
on the issues see: IMC Belgium: http://belgium.indymedia.org 
Additional reportingdndymedia UK: 
http://uk.indymedia.org/index.php3?resist=summer] 



Bypass the corporate media at www.indymedia.org.uk 











